
W I N T E R  P R E P  C H E C K L I S T

GARDEN CARE

NEED HELP? 
CALL GROUNDSCAPES OF 
LINCOLN TO MAKE SURE YOU’RE 
ALL SET FOR WINTER!

TREES & SHRUBS

PERENNIALS

As the holidays quickly approach and sweater weather draws us indoors, it’s easy to neglect the 
needs of your lawn and landscape. Aside from raking leaves, tossing those dead mums, and 
putting up the Christmas lights, most homeowners are at a loss for how to winterize the exterior 
of their homes. Tending to your home’s lawn and lawnscape before freezing temperatures settle 
in protects it during the winter and drastically cuts back on the maintenance required in the 
spring. Do you know where to start? This winter prep checklist will help you tackle the most 
important tasks! 

Following the final harvest, clean up 
and till the vegetable patch, pulling any 
spent crops. Don’t compost diseased or 
buggy plants - discard or burn.

Remove winter leaves and debris. Take 
advantage of warmer days throughout 
the season to do some routine clean up 
as well. TIP: if well composted, work it 
into the top layer of the soil.

Clean, drain & cover fountains. Any 
standing water will freeze and can 
crack structures and piping. 

Keep bird baths and bird feeders full 
and fresh.

Wrap the trunks of newly planted trees 
or cold-sensitive trees with a tree wrap.

Avoid cutting back perennials after 
freezing temperatures set in.

Protect cold sensitive perennials with 
2-3” of mulch around the base of 
the plant.

Trim tree branches.   You don’t want any 
branches breaking after heavy snowfall, 
and having trimmed-up trees keeps 
your property looking nice and tidy.

Remove leaves and debris from prior 
season from under trees to prevent 
insects and disease. Replace with 
fresh mulch to provide insulation and 
prevent moisture evaporation.

Winter water trees, shrubs, and newly 
planted perennials when necessary.
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W I N T E R  P R E P  C H E C K L I S T

YARD & MAINTENANCE

NEED HELP? 
CALL GROUNDSCAPES OF 

LINCOLN TO MAKE SURE YOU’RE 
ALL SET FOR WINTER!

Set your mower to a low setting and 
give it a close trim before winter sets in.

Clean and store hanging baskets and 
other planting containers.

Clean and store patio furniture 
and/or cushions.

Drain irrigation systems, unhook hoses 
and store, and insulate valves.

Give your grass some breathing room 
come winter by aerating now. Aerating 
helps to resolve the damaging effects 
of compressed soil and allows water 
and nutrients to reach the roots of the 
grass so it grows back lush and green in 
the spring! 

Clean out gutters and 
clear downspouts.

Prepare winter tools. Be sure snow 
shovels are easily accessible and snow 
blower is in working order. 

Change filters and oil on lawn mowers 
and other lawn power tools.

Check outdoor outlets and clean 
if necessary.
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